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The Blessed Virgin Mary
Grant, we beseech Thee, O Lord God, that we Thy servants may enjoy perpetual health of mind and body, and by the
glorious intercession of the Blessed Mary, ever Virgin, be delivered from present sorrow and enjoy everlasting happiness.
Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.
"Mary has been fashioned by the Spirit and sees without realizing it that the most fruitful activity of the human person is
to be able to receive God." --Jean Corbon
"The truth of her divine maternity found an echo in Rome where, a little later, the Basilica of Saint Mary Major was built,
the first Marian shrine in Rome and in the entire West, in which the image of the Mother of God - the Theotokos - is
venerated under the title of Salus Populi Romani. It is said that the residents of Ephesus used to gather at the gates of
the basilica where the bishops were meeting and shout, 'Mother of God!'. The faithful, by asking them to officially define
this title of Our Lady, showed that they acknowledged her divine motherhood. Theirs was the spontaneous and sincere
reaction of children who know their Mother well, for they love her with immense tenderness. But it is more: it is the
sensus fidei of the holy People of God which, in its unity, never errs." --Pope Francis
“For us, death will be another First Communion—we simply cannot imagine what it was for the Bride of the Spirit.” –
Caryll Houselander
“The longer we study the scene of the Annunciation, the deeper it digs into our heart with that quietly mysterious
penetration we notice in loving regard of the strange familiarity of a loved face. How thoughtful of God to send an angel!
It was in complete accord with His general order of providence which makes angels the leaders of men to divine things
as it makes all higher things the leaders of the lower; but it was more than that. It was a gesture of apology from angelic
nature for the original betrayal by an angel of that nature through a woman. What a pair they make, the virgin and the
angel!” –Walter Farrell
"During the days in which 'she gave birth to her first-born son', many unexpected things occurred: not only the birth of
the Son but, even before, the tiring journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, not finding room at the inn, the search for a
chance place to stay for the night; then the song of the angels and the unexpected visit of the shepherds. In all this,
however, Mary remains even-tempered, she does not get agitated, she is not overcome by events greater than herself;
in silence she considers what happens, keeping it in her mind and heart, and pondering it calmly and serenely. This is the
interior peace which we ought to have amid the sometimes tumultuous and confusing events of history, events whose
meaning we often do not grasp and which disconcert us." --Pope Benedict XVI
“All things rising, all things sizing// Mary sees, sympathizing// with that world of good//Nature’s motherhood.” –Gerald
Manley Hopkins
"He fashioned a Paradise for the second Adam to dwell in, and that Paradise was the body and soul of our blessed Lady,
immune from the taint of sin which was the legacy of Adam's curse." --Ronald Knox
“More blessed is she in receiving Him by faith than in conceiving Him in her womb.” --St. Augustine
“In the actual living, human person who is the Virgin Mother of Christ are all the poverty and all the wisdom of all the
saints. It all came to them through her, and is in her. The sanctity of the saints is a participation in her sanctity, because
in the order He has established God wills that all graces come to men through Mary. That is why to love her and to know
her is to discover the true meaning of everything and to have access to all wisdom. Without her, the knowledge of Christ
is only speculation.” --Thomas Merton

